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Leader’s Note: As a community of God we are called to reflect who God is.  God is a listener.   Over and over again wisdom points us in the direction of being people who are quick to hear and slow to speak (James 1).  Look for ways to leave your group thinking about God as a listener and maybe even think about some practical ways that we can learn to listen as a community. **As you facilitate your group work hard to listen well.
Proverbs 12:15- “Fools think their own way is right, but the wise listen to advice.”

Story telling Questions
· Describe someone you think of as a really good listener

· Describe a situation where you played the fool of the Proverb and what you learned from it? (You were certain that your way was right and you refused to listen to advice)

Read Proverbs 12:1/12:15
· What makes criticism and advice difficult to hear?
· What links do you see between wisdom and listening to advice?
· Proverbs 12:1 is really blunt (NRSV – “Those who hate to be rebuked are stupid”).  Does your life experience affirm this proverb?

· What are some other places in Scripture where God’s people are called to listen?  Why is there so much emphasis on listening?
Read Proverbs 15:31-33

· What do you think is meant by this phrase, “those who ignore instruction despise themselves”?
· What are some of the implications of refusing to listen?

· In the workplace?

· In the church?

· In marriages and within your family?

· Describe something that was difficult for you to hear, but incredibly valuable.
· Why do you think listening (especially to advice) can be so difficult?

· What connections are there between listening and humility?
God as Listener
· Are their certain people (maybe certain groups) that it are difficult for you to hear from?
· Do you think of God as a listener?  What affect does that have?
· What are some of the different ways that God listens to us?

· Describe a situation from Scripture where God changed what he said or what he planned because of something he heard from one of his people.
“Practically Speaking” (Perhaps more appropriate, “Practically Listening”)

· What is one area of your life where you need to become a better listener?

· What is one way that you can look to become a listener this week?
Summary and prayer – 
Don’t forget the role of prayer in acquiring wisdom.  James says, if any of us lack wisdom, “Ask God!”  Wisdom is listening and Godly wisdom only comes from God Himself.
