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Leader’s Note: The goal this week was for each person to embed and internalize the Proverb and to end up contemplative about the kind of friends we associate with and to evaluate the kind of influence each of our friends has on us.  The point is not necessarily to convict someone that they need to end a particular friendship (although that is a possibility), but to spend time thinking intentionally about what kind of friends will benefit us and which friends are potentially hazardous to our character.
Story telling Question

· Describe your best friend growing up.
· Looking back, in what ways were you influenced by this person? What interests did they have that you adopted? What about long-term influence on your character?
Read Proverbs 13:20
· The Proverb’s main thrust is to emphasize intentionality in our friendships.
· What are your thoughts, life experiences, or initial reactions to this Proverb?
· Is anyone willing to share an experience where they ended a friendship due to the negative influence?
· Usually we think of this as a lesson for young people. How is this Proverb relevant for the age of your small group?
· Usually we think of this as a warning against the influences of drugs, alcohol, cussing, etc. What are some other ways that people can be negative influences? (e.g. bad attitudes, gossip, negativity, etc.)
The Tension

· How do you reconcile this Proverb with Jesus’ regular interaction with sinners?
· Meditate and converse about the statement: “The paradox of Proverbs is that they contain Wisdom but they also require Wisdom to be applied.”
· What role does the Holy Spirit play in the application of Proverbs?
Summary and prayer – In light of the statement this morning: “It is vain to pray ‘lead us not into temptation’ and regularly cultivate friendships that do just that,” say the Lord’s Prayer together.
