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Leader’s Note: Today is about us celebrating God’s faithfulness to Skyline for 50 years.  Look for ways to retell and remember stories while leaving the focus on the activity of God.  The danger in forgetting our story is forgetting our dependence upon God and coming to believe that we are responsible for where we are at.
Story telling Question

· Describe the environment where your faith began to develop.  (This may be a church; it may be your family; it may be a series of events and situations)
· When you look back on the development of your own faith what are some of the ways that you can see God’s hand at work?

Read Deuteronomy 4:32-40
· What are some of the things Moses asks the people to remember?
· Notice the emphasis that this is their story… “But the LORD your God did this for you in Egypt right before your own eyes.”  (4:34)
· How many of the people who came out of Egypt actually lived to this time to see God’s people enter the promise land?
· Yet, throughout Scripture there it is emphasized to the people of Israel that this is their story.
· Why do you think it was so important that God’s people saw it as their story? And their past?
· Look again at Deuteronomy 4:34
· Which of these things would you describe as positive? (Ex. He did so with…signs, miracles and great sights)
· Which of these things would you describe as painful?
· True OR False – Most of the time we have a tendency to romanticize the past?
· Moses called the people to remember and retell the good and the bad (See Deuteronomy 4:21-22)
· Why do you think it is important that we remember and retell our failure as well as our success?
· What was the point of remembering and retelling of the past? (4:39)
· Our Story
· What did you learn about Skyline’s history this morning?
· What are some of the ways you have seen God at work here at Skyline?
· What are some of the mistakes that have been made (here at Skyline, in a previous church, or in your own life) that are worth remembering?
· Our ability to effectively remember and retell our story will have a tremendous influence on our children (4:40).
· What are some of the things that you want your children to know about your story?
From Beginning to End
· Sometimes we have a tendency to talk about the past focusing on ourselves, but look at Israel’s story
· God made his people (4:32)
· God called his people (4:33)

· God delivered his people (4:34)

· God sustains his people (4:35-36)

· Is our story and different?
Summary and prayer

Your prayer time might focus on some aspect of past, present and future.
