	“All your heart, all the time” Deuteronomy 6
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Leader’s Note:  Deuteronomy 6:4-5 are important words that were always intended to take an important place in our lives.  They were always before God’s people and always to be read, discussed and recited among families.  As we discuss spiritual conversations in our own families look for examples in your group or outside of your group of families that have done this well.  Use those examples (or those people) to share very practical ideas to begin and expand the spiritual conversations in our own homes.  
Story telling Questions:
· What word best describes how you feel about having spiritual conversations with your family?
OR
· Which word best describes how you feel about having spiritual conversations with your family? 

Comfortable 

Awkward

Awful

· Were spiritual conversations common in your family?

Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9
· What words stand out to you from Deuteronomy 6:4-5?
· What are some of the things God’s people were asked to do with these words? (6:6-9)
· What real value do you see in keeping these words in front of us?
· Last week, describe one time when you really needed to remember or be reminded of these words
· Notice the attention devoted to talking about these things in your family and with your children:
· Deut. 6:2-3

· Read Deut. 6:20-23
· What are some of the factors that seem to make regular spiritual conversations, bible studies, and family prayer less and less frequent? 
· A few possible factors: 
· Awkwardness: it didn’t happen in our homes.  We don’t know how or where to begin
· Deferred responsibility: they get those things ‘at church,’ in class, youth ministry or children’s ministry.
· Pace of Life: let’s face it takes time and requires scheduling.
We can’t afford to keep avoiding it
· In many lives and families regular devotion to God through study and prayer has shifted from:
· Something we must do ( something we should do ( something we sometimes do ( something we seldom do( something we don’t even know how to do anymore.
· Think about where you would place yourself on that continuum.
· Regular reminders and regular devotion are far more than something we should have and should do.  They are something that we all desperately need.
· We must remember that when we forget, when we distort and ignore God’s covenant the stakes are still life and death.  (Deut. 6:14-19)
· What are some practical ways that you have used or seen used to establish patterns of ongoing spiritual conversations, bible study and prayer among your family?

· Read Again Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Summary and prayer
For God to remind us of who we are and what he demands for us
For the courage and wisdom to know how to begin and continue applying this in our families
