	“Pride and Misplaced Priorities” 1 Corinthians 4
	Sept 19



Leader’s Note: Pride (other people’s and our own) prevents confession and community - look for ways to flesh out identity in Christ alone.  Several small groups split into two separate groups (men and women) for part of their discussion time last week.  When discussing what stands in the way of confession & community it might be profitable to split into two groups this week as well.  
Story telling questions:
· As a kid, what are some of the things that kept you from telling your parents the truth about something you did wrong?
· How are those things similar or different from what prevents us from telling the truth today?

To judge or not to judge
· Read 1 Corinthians 4:1-5

· Tension existed between different groups within the Corinthian Church and some of them passed their own judgments about Paul. (4:3)
· Is Paul’s reaction in verse 3 surprising to you? What is the normal or natural reaction to feeling judged?
· Why do you think he reacted this way?
· What is Paul’s instruction about judgment (4:5)
· How can judgment get in the way of community? 
· Has the fear of other people’s judgment prevented you from being honest about something?
· Do you think your own judgments have stood in the way of someone else?
· Can you think of other places where Paul instructed the Corinthians to judge? (See: 1 Cor. 5:12-13)
· Is there a time to judge and times to avoid judgment in community? How do we balance the two? What advice does Jesus offer? (See: Matt. 7)
Pride/confession and community (Possibly split into two groups for this discussion)
· Look at 1 Corinthians 4:7 - now put it in your own words
· What are some of the things that the Corinthians took pride in? (Ex: spiritual gifts, maturity, teachers)
· Why was that foolish? Do we do the same thing?
· Don’t we take pride (and some of our identity) in having it all together? Or from avoiding certain sins?
· We tend to take the glory of spiritual accomplishments as if we are the ones responsible for them.
· What are some of the ways pride prevents confession and community?
· Who do you feel safe confessing to?
· Did anyone end up having somewhat awkward conversations with their spouse or someone else about last week’s lesson and your own lives?
· Confession is a bridge towards more meaningful community; it is not a bad word to be avoided
· Paul said that in his weakness God was glorified.  
· If that is true of us, what makes us afraid of it?
· What do you think it means to boast in Christ?
Paul wasn’t concerned about the judgments of everyone else (4:1-5) because his identity was in Christ; he calls the Corinthians to avoid foolish pride (4:6-7) because everything we have is given in Christ; he corrects their ideas of church and success (4:8-13) because they don’t reflect the way of Christ.

Summary and prayer --prayer that our identity would come from Christ alone - not our gifts, or our professions - not our maturity or our mistakes - in Christ alone.
