	“My Rights”/ 1 Cor. 8-10
	Sept. 5



Leader’s Note: The purpose of this discussion guide is twofold: 1) to convict us of our own selfishness that often prevents genuine community 2) to remind us of the greater good of the kingdom that is worth sacrificing and suppressing freedoms for.  Use this as a guide, but look for your own ways that might allow God to work towards those two objectives. **If most people in your group do not regularly have a Bible you might consider printing a copy of 1 Corinthians 8.
Story telling questions:
· Describe someone in your life that you think of as being selfless.
· Think about someone you know who is incredibly selfish.
· What are some of the differences b/w those people? Why do you they are the way they are?

Read 1 Corinthians 8 (It’s a short chapter and worth reading and wrestling with together)
· What is the ‘stronger’ group’s argument? (8:1, 4-6)
· What is the concern for the weaker group? (8:9-12)

· What questions do you have about the situation in Corinth?

· How has this text most often been applied in your experience? Do you think it has been used correctly?

· Read 1 Corinthians 8:13 

· How does Paul’s statement make you feel?

· Is there any part of you that is uncomfortable or annoyed with the thought of forgoing your freedom for the sake of someone else?

· Why do you think Paul makes this concession so willingly? 

· What is the correct answer to the issue?  Is Paul’s advice based on what is correct?

· Read 1 Corinthians 9:13-15

· What does Paul not being paid have to do with sacrificing ‘rights’?

Sacrifice or self-interest
· Read 1 Corinthians 10:23-24
· Can you think of something that is ‘right’ but not beneficial?

· How difficult is it to live out 1 Corinthians 10:24

· What are you willing to give up for the greater good of the church? (Rhetorical)

· How much are you willing to sacrifice?

· What are some of the ways that you see selfishness getting in the way of genuine community?
· We look at some of the things that Paul gave up and think about how much of a sacrifice it was – do you think Paul looked at it the same way?

· Weighing Priorities: One of the reasons we have trouble sacrificing our own rights and preferences is that we often fail to appreciate the full significance of the kingdom.
· When the cause is great enough the sacrifice (whether that be my time, preferences, or own freedoms) is easy enough.  (Consider your what you would give up for your kids or your family)

· How do you think we can come to see the church with the same importance that God attaches to it?

Summary and prayer – 
Ask God to continue shaping you this week to contain less of self and more of Him.
