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Leader’s Note: Given the sensitive nature of this topic and our reluctance to talk about it – what you decide to do with the children in your small group will be especially important.  Consider the following suggestions as you approach your small group:
1) Do your part to create an environment where people can be honest with each other

2) Don’t assume the only place for confession and transparency is during your small group discussion

3) Make yourself available

4) Model the kind of honesty and transparency that you believe is appropriate

5) Don’t withhold an opportunity for confession & healing b/c you are uncomfortable

This study guide is just a template --Use it and adjust it to fit your group.
Story telling Questions
· Growing up, was your family more likely to cover up OR to confess their mistakes?

· How open were they about their own weaknesses, failures and struggles?
· How much of your family’s tendency (either to cover up or to confess) did you inherit?
The Culture’s Story vs. the Church’s Story about Sex
· How often do you think you are exposed to some kind of sexual reference?

· What are some of the things are culture leads us to believe about sex?

· How often do you think you have been exposed to a Christian perspective about sex?

· What are some of the things that churches (intentionally or not) lead us to believe about sex?

· If we hear most often (and sometimes exclusively) from our culture about sex then it should not surprise us when many of our unspoken and unconscious understandings about sex are formed by our culture.

Read 1 Corinthians 6:13-20
· Notice the importance God places on our bodies.  

· The Lord cares about our bodies (6:13)
· Our bodies are actually parts of Christ (6:15)
· Temples of the Holy Spirit (6:19)
· Why do feel like God places so much importance on our bodies?
· What makes sexual sin somewhat different from others? (6:18)
· What is Paul’s advice in the matter?  Run! (6:18) Our tendency to flirt with the edge in this arena probably reflects our ignorance of how dangerous and destructive this sin can be.
· Re-Read 1 Corinthians 6:20

Confession and Accountability

· Why is it so much easier (and appealing) to conceal and cover something up then it is to confess it?

· How many of you have ever felt trapped in some kind of sin?
· What does secret sin do to relationships?

· Sexual sin is a barrier to community, but an even more pervasive barrier it our tendency to pretend, to cover up and to conceal. Satan often sells a lie that we can deal with and overcome everything by ourselves.
· It might be awkward and uncomfortable - it is certainly easier to avoid and ignore - but we want to open the floor for confession and prayer requests-related to anything you might currently be struggling with-also prayers of thanks for God’s deliverance from past sin and struggles.
